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Religious Liberty Association 


1. We believe in God, in the Bible as the word of God, and in the separation 
of church and state as taught by Jesus Christ. 


2. We believe that the ten commandments are the law of God, and that they 
comprehend man’s whole duty to God and man. 


3. We believe that the religion of Jesus Christ is founded in the law of love 
of =e and needs no human power to support or enforce it. Love cannot be 
orced. 


4. We believe in civil government as divinely’ ordained to protect men in the 
enjoyment of their natural rights and to rule in civil things, and that in this realm 
it is entitled to the respectful obedience of all. 


5. We believe it is the right, and should be the privilege, of every individual to 
worship or not to worship, according to the dictates of his own conscience, provided 
that in the exercise of this right he respects the equal rights of others. 


6. We believe that all religious legislation tends to unite church and state, is 
subversive of human rights, persecuting in character, and opposed to the best inter- 
ests of both church and state. 


7. We believe, therefore, that it is not within the province of civil government 
to legislate on religious questions. 


8. We believe it to be our duty to use every lawful and honorable means to pre- 
vent religious legislation, and oppose all movements tending to unite church and 
state, that all may enjoy the inestimable blessings of civil and religious liberty. 


9g. We believe in the inalienable and constitutional right of free speech, free 
press, peaceable assemb!y, and petition. 


10. We also believe in temperance, and regard the liquor traffic as a curse to 
society. 


For further information regarding the principles of this association, address the 
Religious Liberty Association, Takoma Park, Washington, D. C. (secretary, C. S. 
Longacre), or any of the affiliated organizations given below: 


AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS 


Atlantic Religious Liberty Association (affil- North Pacific Religious Liberty Association (af- 
iated organizations in Maine, Vermont, Massa- filiated organizations in Oregon, Washington, 
chusetts, New Hampshire, New York, Connecti- Idaho, Montana, and Alaska): Secretary, H. G. 


cut, and Rhode Island): Office, South Lancaster, Thurston, Box 598, Walla Walla, Wash. 


Mass,; secretary, E. K. Slade. 
Pacific Religious Liberty Association (affiliated 


organizations in California, Nevada, Utah, and 
Eastern Canadian Religious Liberty Association Arizona): Secretary, W. F. Martin, 421 North 


(affiliated organizations in New Brunswick, 
Nova Scotia, Quebec, Ontairo, and Newfound- /8abel St., Glendale, Calif. 
a _ ffice, Oshawa, Ontario; secretary, C. F. Southeastern Religious Liberty Association (af- 
cVagh. filiated organizations in Florida, Georgia, North 
Carolina, and South Carolina): Office, 202-216 


Central States Religious Liberty Association First National Bank Bldg., Chattanooga, Tenn.; 


(affiliated organizations in Kansas, Nebraska, secretary, W. H. Heckman. 
Missouri, Colorado, and Wyoming): Office, 303 
W. Seventh St., College View, Nebr.; secretary, Southern Religious Liberty Association (affil- 


S. E. Wight iated organizations in Alabama, Kentucky, Ten- 
— Re nessee, Louisiana, Mississippi): Office, 2001 24th 
Ave. N., Nashville, Tenn.; secretary, O. F. 
Columbia Religious Liberty Association (affil- Frank, 
iated organizations in Pennsylvania, Ohio, New 


Jersey, Virginia, West Virginia, Delaware, and Southwestern Religious Liberty Association 
Maryland): Office, 507 Flower Ave., Takoma (affiliated organizations in Arkansas, Oklahoma, 
Park, D. C; secretary, B. G. Wilkinson. Texas, and New Mexico): Office, 518-519 Ter- 


minal Bldg., Oklahoma City, Okla.; secretary, 
M. B. Van Kirk. 
Northern Religious Liberty Association (affil- 


iated organizations in Minnesota, Iowa, North Western Canadian Religious Liberty Associa- 
Dakota, and South Dakota): Office, 2718 Third tion (affiliated organizations in Alberta, British 
Ave., South, Minneapolis, Minn.;_ secretary, Columbia, Manitoba, and Saskatchewan): Office, 


Charles Thompson. Lacombe, Alberta; secretary, S. A. Ruskjer. 
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PAINTED BY R. ANSDELL 


WASHINGTON AT TRENTON 


“ There you have the full measure of the Father of His Country. He faced the facts. 
He recognized the full import of their seriousness. But he was firm in the faith that the right 
would prevail. To faith he proposed to add works. If ever a great cause depended for its 
success on one man, if ever a mighty destiny was identified with one person in those dark and 
despondent hours, that figure was Washington.” 






































*Proclaim liberty throughout all-the land unto all the inhabitants thereof.” Leviticus 25: 10. : 
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Excerpts From 


President Coclidge’s Address 


on the 
RESIDENT CAL- 150th sta for some time under a 
VIN COOLIDGE of the cloud.’ 
delivered a mas- Battles of “There you have the 


terly address in Tren- 
ton at the 150th anni- 
versary of the Battles 
of Trenton and Prince- 
ton, on the aims and 
principles for which otr 
forefathers contended 
during the long struggle 
for independence. The 
following interesting ex- 
cerpts are taken from 
his address: 

“Intrenched behind 
the Delaware with a 
ragged, starving army, 
poorly equipped, broken 
in morale, dwindling 
through the expiration 
of enlistments and daily 
desertions, while the 
patriotic cause was at its lowest ebb, on 
December 18 Washington wrote to his 
brother : 

“* You can form no idea of the per- 
plexity of my situation. No man, I 
believe, ever had a greater choice of 
difficulties and less means to extricate 
himself from them. However, under a 
full persuasion of the justice of our 
cause I cannot entertain an idea that it 
will finally sink, though it may remain 
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Trenton and Princeton 





Washington Crossing the Delaware dde 


full measure of the 
Father of His Country. 
He faced the facts. He 
recognized the full im- 
port of their serious- 
ness. But he was firm 
th the faith that the 
right would prevail. To 
faith he proposed to add 
works. If ever a great 
cause depended for its 
success on one man, if 
ever a mighty destiny 
was identified with one 
person in those dark 
and despondent hours, 
that figure was Wash- 
ington. 
“Such was the prel- 
to the historic 
events which, notwithstanding their dis- 
couraging beginning, were soon to culmi- 
nate in the brilliant victories of the 
patriotic armies in the Battles of Tren- 
ton and Princeton, the 150th anniver- 
sary of which the people of New Jersey 
are now so appropriately celebrating.” 
“Tt was finally decided to attempt 
the crossing of the Delaware from Penn- 
sylvania into New Jersey on Christmas 
night, 1776, for the purpose of a surprise 
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NASSAU HALL, PRINCETON, ERECTED 1756 


Seized by the British in 1776; retaken by the Americans at the Battle of Princeton, 
Jan. 3, 1777. Here met, from June 26 to Nov. 4, 1783, the Continental Congress; and 
here General Washington received the grateful acknowledgments of Congress for his services in 
establishing the independence of the United States. 


attack on the Hessians who occupied 
Trenton.” “Tradition relates that 
Washington said to General Knox: 
‘The fate of an empite ‘depends upon 
this night.’ It was not until four o’clock 
in the morning that the little army of 
2,500 men began their march on Tren- 
ton. The password was, ‘ Victory or 
death.’ ” 

“Tt cannot be said that this ranks 
as a great battle, but it was the turning 
point in the Revolutionary War at which 
defense and defeat became offense and 
victory. From that hour the spirit of 
the patriot cause rose.” “ The crisis was 
passed. The way was open to arouse 
the spirit of the Colonies to such point 
that they were able in the following 
October to surround and defeat Bur- 
goyne at Saratoga. That victory 
brought the open support of France and 
led on to Yorktown and independence.” 

“The American Revolution was not 
an accomplished fact until the adoption 
of our Federal Constitution and the 
establishment under its provisions of an 
efficiently functioning government. Un- 
less the engagements at Trenton and 


Princeton had led in this direction, they 
would have been all in vain, and we 
should not be here assembled to do 
our reverence to them and their heroic 
figures. 

“Washington and his generals are 
gone. The bloody tracks which their 
barefoot armies often left on the frozen 
ground have long since been washed 
away. The smoke of the conflict in 
which they engaged has cleared.- The 
civil strife and disorder which followed 
have been dissipated. But the institu- 
tions which they founded, the Govern- 
ment which they established, have not 
only remained, but have grown in 
strength and importance, and extended 
their influence throughout the earth. 
We can never go to their assistance with 
supplies and re-enforcements. We can 
never lend our counsel to their political 
deliberations. But we can support the 
Government and ‘institutions which are 
their chief titles to the esteem and rever- 
ence in which they are held by the com- 
mon consent of all humanity. 

“Our country has traveled far since 
those soul-inspiring days. Our progress 
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has been great. Our prosperity has been 
the wonder of the world. Our present- 
day existence has its difficulties, requir- 
ing courage and resourcefulness. The 
political and economic life of the nation 
offers abundant opportunity for develop- 
ing the character and increasing the 
moral power of the people. I believe 
it to be a grave error to assert that the 
spiritual force of the men and women 
of the Revolutionary period was supe- 
rior to that which exists in the America 
of the present. But they did set for us 
an example which no nation can ignore 
and long exist. No doubt their desire 
was as great as ours, if their chance to 
gratify it was more limited, for an op- 
portunity to reap a profit from follow- 
ing their own business and living in 
security and peace. But this was not 
their supreme choice. They were will- 
ing to accord to those rights which they 
set out in the Declaration of Independ- 
ence something more than lip service. 
When they had pledged to the support 
of those principles their lives, their 


AFTER CHAPPEL 


fortunes, and their sacred honor, they 
demonstrated by their actions that they 
stood ready to redeem that pledge. In 
order that their ideals might be main- 
tained, they did not hesitate to sacrifice 
all that they had and were.” 

“ The main effort of our Revolutionary 
period, it seems to me, was to bestow 
upon the individual a larger freedom 
guaranteed by the authority of law. 
When the battles were over and the 
Federal Constitution with its Bill of 
Rights had been adopted, when the 
Federal courts had been appointed and 
the jurisdiction of the national laws was 
thoroughly established, the people of 
this country found themselves in the pos- 
session of greater liberties than were 
enjoyed by any other nation. While 
our political ideals were in many re- 
spects an inheritance, and our political 
capacity the result of generations of ex- 
perience, our theory and form of a 
representative system of self-govern- 
ment based on the broad doctrine of 

(Continued on page 52) 





Washington With His Family at Mount Vernon 











Oct. 14, 1926, contained a splendid 

editorial on the fundamental prin- 
ciples of religious liberty, and we take 
pleasure in reprinting it as follows: 


"To: New Albany (Pa.) Leader of 


“True liberty —both civil and religious — 
permits your doing with your time that which 
to you seems best, and pleases you most, pro- 
vided always, that you do no bodily injury to 
other people, neither damage nor steal their 
property, nor threaten to injure people or dam- 
age their property; nor blacken the reputation 
of others.- When you unite with a church or 
other organization, you obligate yourself to con- 
form to the rules, regulations, and discipline of 
the particular church or order with which you 
unite. You choose to oblignts yourself. Under 
the obligations you have taken, the church or 
order of which you are a member has a right, 
by virtue of the vow or obligation, to fine or 
expel you for breaking the rules. 

“Tt would be as absurd. and unjust for the 
secret order or the church to attempt to fine 
and punish people for not living up to the 
rules and regulations of either, if they have 
never united with such church or secret order, 
and have never obligated themselves by vow 
or oath to obey their rules, as it is to arrest 
and fine non-Christians for not observing church 
institutions. 

“ Religious liberty is a sacred and inalienable 
right. It has cost a long and continued struggle 
to secure and maintain it in America. Its foes 
are in the ranks of those who profess to be its 
friends. Religious obligations enforced by civil 
or man-made laws are the scaffold on which 
liberty is slain. All that makes religion vital 
and effective for its own holy objects, expires 
when civil law is used to enforce it. No excep- 
tion can be made. You cannot by enactment 
bind the consciences of men, nor force into 
obedience of what God requires. The men, 
even though they err, who are true to their 
consciences, cost what it may, are nearest to 
the kingdom of heaven. 

“Christianity as taught by its Founder, does 
not need any governmental safeguards; its 
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reliance for safety and prosperity is not on 
police and penalties, fines and jails, or brutal 
supremacy. No, it is the only thing under 
heaven that is not afraid; it is the only thing 
that considers all such instruments as not only 
not necessary, but a hindrance. The principle 
of justice and the golden rule are both opposed 
to employing physical force or man-made laws 
to secure acceptance of, and obedience to, the 
rules and regulations of the kingdom of Christ. 
Civil laws are intruders and trespassers in the 
spiritual kingdom. Sincere but misguided 
people have all down through the ages at- 
tempted to promote the kingdom of Christ under 
penalties of fines and imprisonment. The 
powers of the civil government, when employed 
to protect the bodies, goods, and reputation of 
men, are a blessing, but when used to compel 
the observance of some religious teaching, doc- 
trine, or institution, under the plea of protect- 
ing such religious institutions, such government 
becomes a persecutor of dissenters. 

“ The failure ofthe average citizen to study 
the underlying principles of religious liberty, 
and to become acquainted with their religious 


rights under the Constitution, is opening the . 


way for tyranny to again get a foothold in 
this country. Every State legislature and every 
session of Congress is besieged by certain in- 
terests to get laws passed protecting their in- 
terpretations of religious duties, making their 
belief the law for everybody else.” 


The editor in a personal letter to the 
editor of the Liserty magazine further 
states: 

“When Christian people have the unmolested 
privilege of meeting in church services without 
fear of having their meetings broken up by 
officers of the government; when they are not 
forced to pay money to support churches in 


‘which they do not believe; when they can 


preach the gospel as they understand it with- 
out being thrown into jail, as the Baptists 
and others in the past ages have been; when 
they can keep the Sabbath of their choice and 
work the other six days, and have their bodies, 
property, and reputation protected by the civil 
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government; they are enjoying all the liberty 
that it is possible for civil government to give 
them and be just. All these privileges and 
liberties are being enjoyed today, barring where 
Sunday laws exist and are being enforced. 
“When our country came on the stage of 
action, slavery was an institution protected by 
law. There was also an establishment of re- 
ligion in many of the colonies. While the prin- 
ciples of the new government were opposed to 
slavery and the union of church and state, the 
best that could be done at that time was to get 
the principles adopted. As Abraham Lincoln 
explained in his debates with Douglas, our fore- 
fathers set up the standard, but could not bring 
about the conditions to harmonize with the 
standard. Col. Richard M. Johnson caught a 
vision of what the forefathers hoped to ac- 
complish, and in his Sunday Mail Reports to 
Congress, gives a clean-cut presentation of our 
government’s position on the Sunday law ques- 
tion and true religious liberty under it. Abra- 
ham Lincoln had gotten a broad understanding 
of justice, and human liberty based on it, and 
gave his life to deliver the 


Democracy in Britain Vitiates 
Sunday Laws 
F- centuries Sunday sport and 


recreation was under the ban in 
Great Britain. But recently the 
people were given the privilege of voting 
on the proposition of permitting Sun- 


day golf playing. Southend, the cock- . 


ney paradise of the Thames estuary, has 
just voted to open its municipal links 
on Sundays. The Royal St. David’s links 
at Harlech on Tremadoe Bay, the most 
famous of Welsh golfing centers, has 
just been opened to Sunday golf by an 
overwhelming vote. The Upper Banff- 
shire Club in the Seotch Highlands has 
just broken the rule of centuries by 
opening its links to Sunday play. 

The Scot is not permitted to work, nor 
is he permitted by law 





oppressed. Lincoln had a 
vision of the spirit. of justice 
and the liberty our fore- 
fathers hoped to perpetuate in 
this country, in and through 
the American government un- 
der its Constitution.” 

We are glad to see the 
editors of the daily news- 
papers taking a hand in 
defending the true ideas 
of civil and _ religious 
liberty as. conceived by 
the framers of our match- 
less Constitution. As a 
rule, they are not fooled 
by the propaganda of the 
modern reformers who 
are seeking to turn our 
government policies back 
to the old order of things, 
instead of making pos- 
sible the complete estab- 
lishment of the new order 








to play, on Sunday. He 
may only sit in church or 
indoors, and determine 
decency until tea time, 
says Clair Price, in the 
New York Times, when 
thé cook is permitted to 
resume her alliance with 
the tempter. Crowds of 
black - hatted Scottish 
elders with their black- 
gloved wives wait outside 
the kirks (churches) until 
the most important mem- 
bers arrive. Then they 
surge in, silent moving 
masses of relentless de- 
pression. Yet strict as 
the Scot is about his ob- 
servance of Sunday, he 
has always been able to 
get away with his Sunday 
golf playing while con- 








of things as originally The Goddess of Liberty on the demning all other sports 


designed by our fore- 
fathers. L. 
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He who champions the cause of the 
oppressed, incurs the enmity of the op- 
pressors. 


Dome of the U. S. Capitol 


on Sunday. The Scot 
wants nobody to interfere with his Sun- 
day golf after kirk or meeting. That 
is his sport. That is his pleasure and his 
recreation. Yet Scotland has a notorious 
prohibition against “all Sunday sports 
and recreation.” 
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PAINTING BY K. F. LESSING 


The Disputation at Leipzig, in 1519, in the Presence of Duke George of Saxony and Prince Barnim of 
Pomerania, Between Martin Luther (at the left) and John Eck 


Lutherans Opposed to Lord’s Day 


Alliance Program 


DAILY paper contain- 
A ing the following state- 
ment, recently came to the desk 


of the writer: 

“ Be it resolved, That we, the Louisiana Dis- 
trict Conference of the Lutheran Church, again 
pledge ourselves loyally to maintain and apply 
the time-honored American principle of the 
separation of church and state, and that we 
view with disfavor the attempts of religious or- 
ganizations or churches to use the authority 
and influence of government for the inculca- 
tion, propagation, or conservation of church 
interests.” 

This resolution adopted by the Lu- 
therans is very much to be commended. 
Especially is this action of interest in 
view of the claim put ferth by the Lord’s 
Day Alliance that the Lutherans are 
with them in their effort to obtain a 
Sunday-closing law. 
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By 
W. F. Martin 


Not long ago this same body 
of Christians is reported to 
have declared : 


“No ecclesiastical body worthy of the rame 
Christian has the right to call on the state for 
assistance in carrying out the mission of the 
church.” 


These statements ring true to the 
Augsburg Confession, that historic docu- 
ment setting forth the faith of the fol- 
lowers of the great Reformer. 

They further declared : 


“As the power of the church or. of the 
bishops confer eternal gifts and is exercised 
and exerted only by the ministry, it cannot by 
any means interfere with civil policy and gov- 
ernment.” 


If this policy had always been fol- 


lowed, how different would be the his- 
tory of the world. When it has been 
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followed, civilization has advanced and 
the church has prospered; but on the 
other hand, when the sword has been 
used to defend Christianity, civilization 
has degenerated, and the church has lan- 
guished. 

The Author of Christianity never in- 
tended that His followers should use the 
sword in its defense. If need be, thou- 
sands of angels would hasten to the aid 
of the church. The weapons of its war- 
fare are not carnal, but they are mighty. 
The religion of Christ stands firmer 
when left to stand alone. It is then 
standing in its own strength. 

Dr. Schaff puts it well when he says: 

“The best legal guaranty of religious liberty 
is a peaceful separation of the spiritual and 
the temporal power; the best moral guaranty 
of liberty is humane culture and Christian 
charity.” 

Again: 

“The church needs and should ask nothing 
from the state but the protection of law.” 


The church always loses by force and 
violence. Her success depends upon the 
spiritual weapons of truth as found in 
the revealed truth of the Scriptures. 
Well did Christ say, “ My kingdom is 
not of this world.” On another occasion 
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He said to a militant disciple, “ Put up 
again thy sword into his place: for all 
they that take the sword shall perish 
with the sword.” 

With these and many other such state- 
ments in mind, the Lutherans did well 
to say, “We view with disfavor the 
attempts of religious organizations or 
churches to use the authority and influ- 
ence of government for the inculeation, 
propagation, or conservation of church 
interests.” 

The wise philosopher, Franklin, once 
said, 

“When religion is good, it will take care of 
itself; when it not able to take care of itself, 
and God does not see fit to take care of it, so 
that it has to appeal to the civil power for sup- 
port, it is evidence to my mind that its cause 
is a bad one.” 

The work of the church is a work of 
love. It cannot and should not use the 
power of physical force. 


= = FR 


Tue Philadelphia Public Ledger says 
that the Pennsylvania Sunday law of 
1794 “is openly disregarded, even by 
those who defend its integrity most 
stanchly.” 











HE WisE PHILOSOPHER, 

FRANKLIN, ONCE SAID, 
“WHEN RELIGION IS 
GOOD, IT WILL TAKE CARE 
OF ITSELF; WHEN IT IS 
NOT ABLE TO TAKE CARE 
OF ITSELF, AND GOD DOES 
NOT SEE FIT TO TAKE 
CARE OF IT, SO THAT IT 
HAS TO APPEAL TO THE 
CIVIL POWER FOR SUP- 
PORT, IT IS EVIDENCE TO 
MY MIND THAT ITS CAUSE 

IS A BAD ONE.” 




















PAINTED BY DAVID MARTIN 


























U. & U., WASH., D. Cc. 


Looking up Pennsylvania Avenue From the United States Treasury 


Religion the Basis for Sunday Laws 


HEN hearings were By 
being conducted on MHeber H. Votaw 


the Lankford Sunday 

Bill (H. R. 10311) by a subcommittee of 
the District of Columbia Committee of 
the House of Representatives, an effort 
was made by the proponents of the meas- 
ure to leave the impression that they 
were prompted primarily by a desire to 
procure a day of rest for the laboring 
man. This was particularly noticeable 
in the earlier sessions. It became evi- 
dent as the hearings proceeded that this 
was purely an attempt to enlist the aid 
and support: of some who might not 
otherwise have had any interest in the 
bill. 

There is no attempt to impugn any 
one’s motives when it is stated that a 
secular day of rest was the farthest thing 
from the minds of the representatives of 
the Lord’s Day Alliance or the National 
Reform Association. The attempts to 
secure a Sunday law for the District of 
Columbia were so strenuous because it 
was hoped such a law would be a model 
for the nation at large. If once Con- 
gress could be committed to the principle 
of legislating on purely religious mat- 
ters for a limited sphere, what would 
there be to hinder action covering a 
wider territory? A precedent was be- 
ing sought:-~-An--attempt was being 
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made to drive in a wedge. 
It was hoped that a door 
might be pushed ajar. 

The following pertinent statement by 
Rev. R. H. Martin, in a tract published 
by the Department of Moral Welfare 
of the Board of Christian Education of 
the Presbyterian Church, clearly proves 
what has been charged: 


“ But why make so much ado about this mat- 
ter? Washington is only one city, and its popu- 
lation not over 500,000. Why ask the Chris- 
tian people of America to take tke trouble to 
petition Congress about it? 

“ Because Washington is the nation’s capital. 
The evil effects of its Sabbath desecration 
are nation-wide, even world-wide. Millions of 
American citizens visit their capital and wit- 
ness this desecration. Sixty thousand govern- 
ment employees from all parts of the country 
live in Washington. The men who make and 
execute our laws breathe this Sabbath-desecrat- 
ing atmosphere, and it cannot but influence 
their official conduct. The representatives of 
all the governments of the world, of India, 
China, Japan, of all the nations to whom the 
church sends missionaries to convert the people 
to Christianity, come to Washington and live 
there. They witness this disregard for this 
fundamental institution of Christianity, and 
take it as a reflection of the nation’s attitude 
toward it, and thus Washington’s Sabbath dese- 
cration militates against Christianity in far- 
distant lands.” 

Lest some who read this article may 
not be acquainted with the attitude of 
this magazine, let it be said here that 
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the editors believe that those who accept 
the first day of the week as a day of 
rest should have every opportunity to ob- 
serve it without interference from Con- 
gress, State legislatures, or municipal 
authorities. Liserty stands for absolute 
freedom of conscience in religious mat- 
ters. It would contend for the rights of 
those who disagree with its position as 
earnestly as for those who subscribe to its 
principles. It cheerfully admits that 
all have a perfect right to teach by edu- 
cation and moral suasion whatever re- 
ligious beliefs they may hold. 

But this magazine strenuously ob- 
jects to the attempt to enforce by civil 
law institutions that are purely religious 
in their origin, and have no significance 
outside the religious realm. The pro- 
ponents of Sunday laws seek to deny to 
others that which they claim for them- 
selves. 

Another tract by Mr. Martin shows 
the real attitude of some of the strongest 
proponents of Sunday 


Here we have a flat admission that the 
church must have the help of the state 
to protect and propagate its religious 
day. The admission is made that there 
is nothing inherently wrong in the acts 
which these men would have the state 
condemn, but they are considered wrong 
because “ performed on this day sacred 
to rest and worship.” 

What a condition! What a confes- 
sion of failure! The power of God is 
gone! The omnipotent arm is stayed so 
that it cannot save, and these who are 
pledged to preach the gospel of Him 
who said, “ All power is given unto Me 
in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations,” ery for the aid 
of the state, and turn to the puny arm 
of the civil law to enforce decrees affect- 
ing the conscience. 

Why does not the writer of this tract 
stop when he says, “ The church in her 
majesty and might must arise and with 
a militant spirit, begotten by the con- 

sciousness of her 








legislation, and reveals 
how much opposed to 


divine power and of 
her divine commission 








the spirit of the Con- 
stitution they are. We 
read : 


“The church must awake 
from her lethargy and be- 
eome militant in her de- 
fense of our Sabbath laws. 

. Our civil Sabbath 
laws are necessary to pro- 
tect the church in her op- 
portunity on this day... . 

“The state by its laws 
declares secular labor or 
secular amusements on this 
day to be a misdemeanor 
or a crime, punishable by 
a fine, or imprisonment, or 
both. It places these acts 
in the same class as theft 
and adultery.... 


“The law brands these acts as crimes, not 





Here we have a flat ad- 
mission that the church must 
have the help of the state 
to protect and propagate its 
religious day. The admis- 
sion is made that there is 
nothing inherently wrong in 
the acts which these men 
would have the state con- 
demn, but they are consid- 
ered wrong because “ per- 
formed on this day sacred 
to rest and worship.” 

















to protect this sacred 
day,” without adding, 
“go forth in defense 
of these [meaning 
civil] Sabbath laws ”? 

As the writer pro- 
ceeds the spirit of per- 
secution and fanati- 
cism apparently rises, 
for he says: 

“She [the church] must 
co-operate with public off- 
cials in enforcing the Sab- 
bath laws against all vio- 
lators. In many cases she 
will need to compel these 
officials to enforce them 
against their own will.” 


As final evidence of the union of 





because they are wrong in themselves, but be- 
cause, performed on this day sacred to rest 
and worship, they are wrong. Thus the state 
helps to keep alive in the consciousness of the 
people the unique and sacred character of the 
day. This aids religion, because it helps main- 
tain throughout the day a moral atmosphere 
favorable to churchgoing and the performance 
of religious duties.” 


church and state this writer would bring 
about if he could, we quote these words: 


“While the state enacts these laws, it has 
no educational agency for creating and 
strengthening sentiment on behalf of them. 
The state relies on the church to do this. If 
she fails in it, she fails not only in her duty 
to herself, but also to the state.” 
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New Jersey Sunday Law Situation 











sey, in harmony with a resolu- 

tion passed by the New Jersey 
Legislature, appointed, some weeks ago, 
a commission of six members chosen in 
equal number from each house of the 
legislature, to bring a report before the 
legislature recommending either a revi- 
sion or a repeal of the present Sunday 
law of that State. The sections of this 
law are dead letters and nonenforceable. 
If they were literally enforced, they 
they would stop all travel on Sunday,— 
walking, riding horseback, or in vehicles 
of any kind, except when going to and re- 
turning from church. Motoring, and op- 
erating passenger trains for business or 
pleasure, are forbidden. 

All singing and music for pleasure or 
diversion is forbidden. Likewise all 
sports, games, and recreation for “ diver- 
sion ” are placed under the ban. Bathing 
in the ocean is declared unlawful. In 
fact, the present 4 
Sunday law pro- ¢ 
hibits every activ- 
ity of every kind 
and every avoca- 
tion, except such as 
is strictly religious 
in character, on 
Sunday. If the 
law should be en- 
forced in detail, it 
would cause a revo- 
lution in New Jer- 
sey in short order. 
Because the public would not stand for 
it any longer, it is not enforced, and so 
the governor recommended that this com- 
mission suggest a revision or the repeal 

- of the law. 

A hearing was held in the senate cham- 

ber by the commission on Dec. 1, 1926. 
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Flag of the State of New Jersey 


None but clergymen took part in the dis- 
eussion. They were divided into two 
eamps — the liberals and the conserva- 
tives. The liberal clergymen opened and 
elosed the hearing, requesting that the 
present law be repealed and a rest law 
enacted in lieu of the old law, protecting 
the rights of the workingman to have one 
day of rest in seven, without specifying 
which day he should choose or how he 
should spend his time. The conserva- 
tives opposed the repeal of the old Sun- 
day law, and many of them even opposed 
any modification of it. 

The writer was one of the liberal cler- 
gymen, and on three different occasions 
the conservative clergymen attempted to 
hiss and shout him down, because he ex- 
pressed sentiments which were distaste- 
ful to them. The New York Times, in 
reporting the hearing, says: 

“ Hisses were heard from the standpatters 
when a view not to their liking was advanced. 
. . . Some distasteful 
logic was contributed 
by the Rev. C. 8S. Long- 
acre, of Washington. 
He recalled that there 
is no agreement as to 
which day should be 
observed as the Sab- 
bath. He praised the 
California law, which 
provides for a day of 
rest, but places no re- 
strictions upon its ob- 
servance. A strict con- 
structionist declared 
that New Jersey did 
not want to take its 
morals from California. Mr. Longacre rejoined 
that if it was moral to do a thing one day, it 
should be legal to do it any day. Whereupon 
he was ordered by a conservative to ‘sit down! ’” 

The Newark News gave the following 
account of the hearing: 


“Rev. C. 8. Longacre, of Washington, D. C., 
general secretary of the Religious Liberty Asso- 














| 








LIBERTY 45 


ciation and a minister of the Seventh-day 
Adventists, was permitted to speak after protest 
from the conservatives on the ground that he 
was not a resident of New Jersey. Rev. Mr. 
Longacre argued for a complete severance of 
church and state in conformity with the spirit 
of the Federal Constitution. 
“Though not op- 


any law designed to enforce religious beliefs by 
recourse to the penal code. Even religious or- 
ganizations, he said, are not agreed as to how 
the Sabbath should be observed, and individuals 
differ widely in their views. There is not even 
agreement as to which day should be observed 
as the Sabbath, he said. 

“What is needed, 





Mr. Longacre de- 





posed to Sabbath ob- 
servance, in which he 
fully believes, Mr. 
Longacre objected to 








tor of Lafayette 
Presbyterian 
Church of Nor- 
folk, Va., tells 
the Norfolk 
Council of 





Presbyterian 


elared, is a rest day, 
not a religious day 


(Continued on p. 53) 








Pastor Scores = 
T Rev. Council of Churches 
Dr. J. H. 
Viser, pas- for 
Meddling in 


Politics 


the world’s affairs. 
The sole business of 
the church of Jesus 
Christ is to ‘ preach 
the word,’ to lift up 
Christ, to proclaim 
His gospel to earth’s 
remotest bounds — 
and that is all! But 
it is enough! Let 
the church get busy 
about the Lord’s 











Churches, ac- 





business, and it will 





cording to the 

Norfolk Ledger-Dispatch of Oct. 7, 1926, 
that he is entirely out of sympathy with 
their policy to compel every one to ob- 
serve Sunday by the authority of the 
civil magistrate. He sent a most inter- 
esting and instructive letter to the Rev. 
G. H. Steed, executive secretary of the 
Norfolk Council of Churches, requesting 
that his name be withdrawn from those 
listed as members. The text of the letter 
reads in full as follows: 

“Dear Mr. Streep: I note that I am still 
receiving mail from the Norfolk Council of 
Churches, and believe that the council still con- 
siders that the Lafayette Presbyterian Church 
and myself, as pastor, form a constituent part 
of said council, But such is not my understand- 
ing of the case, and I desire that you remove 
our name from, your books. The reasons for 
my request follow: 

“1, The Norfolk Council of Churches does not 
represent the ideals for which I stand and for 
which I believe the Bible stands. 

“2. The Norfolk Council of Churches seeks, 
in violation of the Word of God, to secure the 
advancement of the kingdom of Christ by the 
use of ‘Cesar’s weapons.’ The Lord Jesus 
Christ said: ‘My kingdom is not of this world: 
if My kingdom were of this world, then would 
My servants fight” John 18:36. The consist- 


ent teaching of God’s Word is that we, as 
Christians, have nothing to do with running 


be so occupied that 
there will be no time left in which to meddle 
with extraneous affairs. 

“The Council of Churches is forever seeking 
to influence legislation in favor of Christ. The 
‘lobbying’ of bills,“*the sending of delegations 
to the State legislature and other political 
‘ jockeying,’ are entirely foreign to the gospel of 
the lowly Nazarene, who while here on earth con- 
sistently refused to participate in the polities 
of His day. When Jesus lived on earth, the 
world seethed with political unrest and groaned 
under the weight of political wrong, but Jesus 
never once lifted up His voice in protest. In 
the time of His direst need, He would not call 
to His side the twelve legions of the shining 
hosts of God, and ordered His disciple to put 
up the sword! 

“When the news of the beheading of John 
the Baptist was brought to Jesus, He did not 
advocate the organizing of a revolution or the 
signing of a petition to have Herod cast from 
the throne. He simply took His disciples apart 
for rest and prayer! (What a blessed resource 
for the believer today!) When He was in- 
formed regarding the Galileans whom Pilate 
had slain at worship, He merely pointed out the 
moral lesson to be learned from that incident. 
His famous and horribly misapplied saying, 
‘Render unto Cesar the things which are 
Cesar’s, and unto God the things that are 
God’s,’ as regards Cesar’s dues can mean no 
more than an exhortation to pay the tribute 
asked without question —it belongs to Cesar, 


(Continued on page 54) 

















The Mania for New Laws 


said Representative John Q. Tilson, 


the majority floor leader of the 
House of Representatives in Congress, 


“and any form of despotism, either of 
the many or the few, comes to the people 
of this country, it will be more on ac- 
count of the tendency for multiplying 
laws than any other.” Mr. Tilson said, 
in part: 

“The one tendency now visible in our Amer- 
ican governmental life that is most dangerous 
to the stability and perpetuity of our institu- 
tions is the mania for laws and more laws... . 
The mania for new laws, which is costing the 
people enormous sums and accomplishing so 
little good, to a considerable extent grows out 
of a desire of active minority groups of our 
people to regulate everything and everybody. 
They wish to hasten the millennium and reform 
the world by law. They are our best people, 
and J do not deny it. Many of the most insist- 
ent for laws and more laws are the loudest in 
their profession of Christianity, but they seem 
to have given up hope of bringing ‘peace on 
earth, good will to men,’ by moral suasion, 
and ook to the podiceman to make people good 
by force and the jail to keep them so. 


|: ever what we call ‘liberty’ fails,” 


“Tf I understand human nature aright, such 
a plan will never work. Law and force have 
no place in the domain of conscience and re- 


ligion. To those who believe that it can be 


done in this way I can do no better in answer- 
ing than to quote these sound and memorable 
words of St. Paul: ‘If righteousness come by 
the law, then Christ is dead in vain.’” 

As long as men of the type of Repre- 
sentative Tilson are in Congress to bal- 
ance up the radical reformers, our lib- 
erties are safe. Our danger lies in not 
sending more of this kind of men to 
Congress and to our State legislatures. 
Too many legislators are carried away 
by the fad that law is the rectifier of 
every moral ill, and that the kingdom of 
heaven is going to be ushered into the 
world through the gateway of polities by 
reform legis)ation. L, 
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Public Sentiment on the Sunday 
Issue 
Tus editor of the Ogdensburg (N. Y.) 
Kepublican-Sourna says: 


“There is no doubt in our mind that Ogdens- 
burg would vote overwhelmingly in favor of 
Sunday movies if the question was placed before 
the people in an official manner. We believe it 


to be everybody’s own affair whether he or she 
wants to go to the movies on Sunday or any 


other day. If people do not care to see the 
pictures, they can stay away. It seems a 
peculiar situation that the rich man can enjoy 


his automobile and golf on Sunday, when the 
poor man, who cannot afford those pleasures, 


should be denied the right to attend a clean 
movie on Sunday. Where’s the justice in it?” 

The way the Sunday laws operate 
today, with so many exemptions favor- 
ing the rich man’s Sunday golf, and 
automobiling for pleasure, and Sunday 
movies in the churches, and hitting at 
the poor laboring man’s possible pleas- 
ures on that day, it has the appearance 
that the rich and the churches have the 
exclusive monopoly of the day, while the 
poor man sits at home twiddling his 
thumbs, which likewise is unlawful 
under the Sunday laws, because they 
prohibit all activities on Sunday that are 
“ unnecessary.” 














A Confession of Weakness 


contend earnestly for the faith of 

the founding fathers. Their patri- 
otic work and their loyalty to the great 
principles of free civil government have 
wrought much in behalf of human lib- 
erty. The only kind of Americanism 
worthy the name today is the 1776-per- 
cent Americanism, which has not only 
kept the American Republic in existence 
for 150 years, but has placed American 
ideals in the forefront of other nations. 
The founders of this Republic, accord- 
ing to the early Congressional] annals, as 
Christians and patriots, advised against 
such State legislation as Sunday laws. 
The Federal Government refused to leg- 
islate upon this subject. It referred the 
question of Sunday observance back to 
the churehes for proper adjustment, 
since not all Christians were united and 


agreed as to which day should be ob- 
served, nor as to the manner of its ob- 


| is the duty of every citizen to 


servance. 

The noted English scholar and histo- 
rian, Dr. Peter Heylyn, a clergyman of 
the Church of England, who made a 
thorough search into the historica) phase 
of the subject, contends that “ Sunday 
observance is neither Biblical nor apos- 
tolic.” 

Dr. Alexander Campbell, the founder 
of the Disciple Church, says that it is 
not in accordance with Christian ethics 
to attempt to compel the observance of 
any Christian ordinance, such as Sun- 
day. He says that the forcing under 
civil penalties of religious observances 
upon people who have no faith in God 
or the gospel, is entirely foreign to the 
gospel plan. 

There are some modern church papers 
which see the true light of a voluntary 
religion instead of a legal religion. The 
Continent and the Chronicle belong to 
this class, and they contend that the 
church’s chief duty is, “not to besiege 
legislatures for laws or courts for con- 
victions, but to teach as many people 
as possible the joys of a ‘Sabbath well 


spent,’” and that “it appears that the 
Sunday Alliance (urging Sunday laws) 
is starting at the wrong end. Its refuge 
in law seems to be an open confession 
that in some way the church has failed 
in its obligation to man.” 

When the churches occupy more time 
in the pulpit and “ from house to house,” 
teaching Sabbath observance, instead of 
seeking Sunday laws from the legisla- 
tures and legal precedents in the way of 
court decisions, then the influeuce and 
prestige of the churches will be enhanced. 
Let the churches win believers through 
the effectual power of the Holy Spirit, in- 
stead of resorting to the authority and 
power of the civil magistrate to fill their 
pews on Sunday. The church exhibits 
her weakness when she seeks by law to 
destroy competition on Sunday between 
the theaters and the churehes. A Live 
church does not need to resort to such 
tactics. The church has no more right 
to shut up the theaters on Sunday than 
the theaters have to shut up the churches 
on week days, ¥ 8, B. Hoxrron, 





Dr. Alexander Campbell 
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The Birthplace of me American Flag 


By 
C. P. Bollman 




















set in the clouds as a symbol of se- 








HE story of the birth 

of the “Stars and 

Stripes” is of absorbing interest 
to every red-blooded American, whether 
native born or one who has been adopted 
into the family from without. 

As strikingly and beautifully expressed 
by the editor of the National Geographic 
Magazine, 

“Flags symbolize the noble aspirations and 
glorious achievements of the human race; they 
epitomize the romance of history; they incar- 
nate the chivalry of the ages. Their origin is 
divinity itself; for when, at the beginning of 
recorded time, Jehovah made a covenant with 
man, promising that never again would He send 
the waters to cover the face of the earth and 
destroy all flesh, He unfurled the first flag — the 
multihued banner of the rainbow—which He 
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Betsy Ross House, Philadelphia, Pa, 
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curity and an assurance to all fu- 
ture generations of His watchful care.” 


This is the ideal, but too often flags, 
instead of being symbols of “noble as- 
pirations and glorious achievements of 
the human race,” have been the stand- 
ards of rapine and cruelty. May this 
never be true of the American flag. 

The picture on this page shows the 
birthplace of Old Glory. The tablet on 
the building ‘is inscribed : 

“In memory of Betsy Ross, who made 
in this house the first American flag, 
adopted by Congress June 14,1777. This 
tablet is erected by the Flag House 
Chapter of the Daughters of the Ameri- 
ean Revolution, 1911.” 

It seems that one familiarly 
known as Betsy Ross was the maker 
of the first American flag, practi- 
cally of the form in which we have 
it today —thirteen stripes, seven 
red and six white; and in the upper 
corner next to the staff a blue field 
with a constellation of white stars, 
representing the several States, the 
number, originally thirteen, since 
increased to forty-eight. 

Betsy Ross, whose maiden name 
was Griscom, was married to John 
Ross, an upholsterer, in December, 
1773. Mr. Ross died early in 1776, 
and his wife continued the business, 
to which she added flag making. It 
is related that — 

“In the latter part of May, 1776, 
Washington, accompanied by Col. George 
Ross and Robert Morris, valled on Betsy, 
and engaged her to make the first Ameri- 
can flag.” 

It is not positively known 
where or when this flag was first 
displayed. 

(Continued on page 54) 
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‘The Government: Civil or Religious 





By 
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ment to punish those who 














reading an article en- 

titled, “State Religion.” The 
writer of the above-named article argues 
with all his ingenuity that the govern- 
ment, or state, should not only have a 
definite religion, but should govern its 
subjects by instructing them in the 
theories of this accepted religion. 

The writer of the above article is a be- 
liever in Christianity, and of course be- 
lieves that the Christian religion should 
be taught and enforced by the state. It is 
not necessary to comment at any length 
upon this, as all past history testifies that, 
once a religion is adopted by the state, 
the power of the state will be used to 
enforce that religion. This is as in- 
evitable as fate. 

The one and the only reason why it 


] HAVE just finished 


refuse to desist from labor 
or common pleasure on that day. It is 
all to enforce religion upon the people, 
no matter whether they have a regard 
for it or not. 

How good it would be if the adherents 
of religion would trust in the one great 
motive power of Christianity, the power 
of the gospel, and not seek through the 
power of the state to enforce its dogmas! 
Christianity has suffered more from an 
alliance with civil government than from 
its opposition. The weapons of the 
church are not carnal; nevertheless they 
are mighty. When the evil one tempted 
the Author of religion with the kingdoms 
of this world, He would not receive them, 
but said, “ Get thee hence, Satan.” Gov- 
ernmental power has always proved a 








is desired that the state adopt a 
religion is that the form of religion 
thus adopted may be enforced by 
the state. This means coercion in 
religion. It means prosecution, 
yes, persecution, of those who dis- 
sent from the state’s accepted and 
state-established religion. All his- 
tory attests the truth of this. 
Think of this: if the power of the 
government is not to be used to en- 
force religion upon the citizens and 
inhabitants of a country, why in 
the name of all reason is it that a 
governmental recognition of re- 
ligion is sought ? 

Take as an example a Sunday 
law. Any one has a right to keep 
Sunday. Also one has a right to 
keep Saturday, as many are doing. 
If the Sunday keeper seeks a law 
from the government compelling 
the keeping of Sunday, it is for 
only one reason, and that is that he 
may use the power of the govern- 














Church and State Must Be Kept Separate a 
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satanic gift to the church. This has 
been manifested in the persecution of 
dissenters from the state religion. Fires 
and imprisonment and death have ever 
followed the enactment of religious laws. 

Church and state must be kept sepa- 
rate. Both demand it.- The state is a 
civil institution. It enforces its rules by 
fines and imprisonment, and in extreme 
eases by death. If laws relating to 
Christianity are on the statute books, the 
government must of necessity follow its 


usual method of enforcement. The 
recognized facts are that religion and 
its enforcement are not within the realm 
of the civil government. The two 
spheres are separate. No one has ever 
stated this more plainly than the Author 
of Christianity when He said, “ Render 
therefore unto Cesar the things which 
are Cesar’s; and unto God the things 
that are God’s.” 

Let all Christians and all good citizens 
try to maintain this divine plan. 


Promoting the Kingdom of Our 
Lord by Legislation 


VW 7 HEN the Sunday law advocates 
appear before our legislative 
committees, they deny with 

great vehemence that any religious 

motive is behind their insistent prop- 
aganda. They always say that they 
want a civil Sunday law to regulate and 
foster the civil conduet of men. They 
hope so to camouflage the issue as to de- 
ceive the legislators. As soon as they 
get back home among their own people, 
they remove the mask, and tell the people 


plainly what is the real objective of their ° 


Sunday law program. 

The Christian Advocate affords a 
good illustration of this principle. In 
telling of the attempt to repeal the Sun- 
day laws of Pennsylvania, and how 
“the Christian people” of that State 
“have become greatly aroused ” and are 
putting up a “hard fight ” in opposition 
even :to a modification of these anti- 
quated laws, the Advocate continues: 

“ We'believe that righteousness will win out, 
and know it will if the church people properly 
appreciate the importance of the Christian Sun- 
day in promoting the kingdom of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Without the Christian Sunday 
the church will fail.” 

Here the mask is removed and the 
appeal for Sunday laws is plainly 
stated to be for “promoting the king- 
dom of our Lord,” and that “the church 


will fail ” unless it receives aid from the 
civil government in the form of laws en- 
forcing the observance of “the Chris- 
tian Sunday.” 

If the Seventh-day Adventists or the 
Jews should approach our legislators 
and ask them for a’Saturday law, and in 
their desperation should say, “Give us 
this law, or our churches will perish,” we 
are inclined to believe that our legislators 
would inform those Sabbatarians thus: 
“ Go home, you parasites. If your church 
has no more vitality and vigor than that, 
so that its existence and perpetuity are 
dependent upon a Saturday law from 
the civil government, then let it perish. 
It deserves no better end.” 

Such a rebuke would be well deserved. 
The church that cannot stand on its own 
foundation without civil aid, is not 
worth preserving. When a Christian 
says that “the church will fail” with- 
out a civil Sunday law, he plainly denies 
the statement of Christ concerning the 
stability and perpetuity of His church, 
“The gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.” The church has more to 
fear from its faithless friends than from 
its determined foes. Compromises and 
alliances with worldly powers are doing 
Christianity more harm than all the hosts 
of hell arrayed against her. © L. 


























Are Churches Justified in Entering 
the Political Arena? 


GREAT deal has been said of 

late in newspaper and magazine 

articles about the impropriety as 
well as the menace of clericalism in 
polities. The following excerpts, taken 
from an editorial in the Chicago Tribune, 
sum up quite well the general attitude 
of the American press upon this sub- 
ject: 

“We are told that the churches must enter 
the arena of politics on behalf of public mor- 
ality, that clergymen, as clergymen, as leaders 
of their congregations, as professional, official 
representatives of religion, must undertake to 
make righteousness prevail in politics and gov- 
ernment. Therefore we have clerical organiza- 
tions, and organizations formed and directed by 
ministers of the gospel, actively engaged in 
politics, lobbying for legislation, establishing 
themselves as permanent agencies for influencing 
legislators and executives and even courts, and 
sometimes engaging directly in the activities of 
law enforcement. . . . 

“The Tribune has said that this is a per- 
version of the priestly function, and in effect 
produces that confusion of the distinction be- 
tween church and state which. has had the most 
deplorable consequences to both in past time. 
It has been and is our theory of the function 
of the clergyman that he should teach and 
illuminate religious truths, that he should 
labor with the conscience .of men to make them 
better, and thus to induce right conduct in 
private and public life. We do not think it 
is the function of the clergy to become poli- 
ticians, to organize political action, to dictate 
as commanders of political force what they con- 
ceive to be good legislation or efficient ad- 
ministration or wise policy. 

“These we conceive to be the function of 
the citizen as a citizen, and not the function 
of the priest as a priest. Likewise, it is not 
the function of a church as a church, or of 
church members as a religious organization, to 
enter the pclitical arena and undertake political 
action. When they do so, they confuse the 
wise distinction of church and state, and they 
prepare consequences, as human experience has 
repeatedly demonstrated, which are demoraliz- 
ing to both religion and government... . 

“For certainly it will be asked: If clergy- 
men justify their entrance into polities on the 
ground that it is necessary to make righteous- 


ness prevail, if they are to undertake the or. 
ganization for political action of church mem. 
bers on the ground that they cannot rely upon 
their church members to act righteously as 
citizens, how is it consistent with these claims 
that political expediency be adopted in place 
of conscience? If the clergyman in polities is 
to hold that the end justifies the means, if he 
asks us to believe that to force what he con- 
ceives to be moral conduct upon others by politi- 
eal authority he is justified in ignoring principle, 
on what grounds is he to ask from us any 
sacrifice of selfish interest for principle, or ad- 
herence to any other standard in public or 
private conduct than that of expediency? 

“We hold with a higher authority than any 
clerical reformer, that the things of Cmsar 
should be rendered to Cesar, that the power of 
the priest is in the church, and that it far sur- 
passes the expedient and deceptive achieve- 
ments of clerical politics. We hold that clerical 
politics is mischieyous to the church and to 
government, that it has always brought violence 
and intolerance and confusion, and that it is a 
violation of one of the most essential principles 
of our system of ordered liberty. Clericalism 
in politics is an issue of the gravest moment 
in our country today.” 


We hold with the Tribune that the 
church as such has no business in polities. 
The church as such has a right to defend 
herself when her rights are encroached 
upon by any one. The church can right- 
fully protest against any measure before 
Congress or the State legislatures, which 
are calculated to violate the constitu- 
tional rights of her members or her prop- 
erty rights. But the church as such 
has no constitutional right under the 
American Government to petition the 
Government to enact laws which shall 
give legal sanction and support to any 
of her religious dogmas and tenets of 
faith, compelling all citizens under civil 
penalty to comply with religious ob- 
servances and customs as interpreted by 
the church. There is a world of differ- 
ence between protesting against a wrong 
and demanding legislation as an aid to 
church propaganda. L. 
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Excerpts From President Cool- 
idge’s Address 


(Continued from page 37) 


equality, recognizing that the individual 
had rights upon which not even the Gov- 
ernment itself could encroach, was some- 
thing altogether new in the world.” 

“Under our theory, the citizen is 

sovereign. Whenever he abdicates, 
-some pretender assumes the throne. In 
large centers of population this has often 
taken the form of what we term a politi- 
cal boss. The voters cease to function 
in their sovereign capacity, and turn 
their power over to some individual who 
rules in their stead. They cease think- 
ing and acting for themselves, and per- 
mit some one to. think and act for them. 
They are not willing to make the sacri- 
fice and perform the service which is 
necessary to support. self-government. 

“When this condition exists, there 
may be many palliatives, but there is 
only one fundamental remedy.” ‘“ Under 
our institutions the only way to perfect 
our Government is to perfect the in- 
dividual citizen. It is‘necessary to reach 
the mind and the soul of the individual. 
It is not merely a change of environ- 
ment, but a change of heart, that is 
needed. The power of the law may help, 
but only the power of righteousness can 
be completely sufficient. I know of no 
way that this can be done : ive through 
the influences of religion and education. 
By religion I do not mean either fanati- 
cism or bigotry; by education I do not 
mean the cant of the schools; but a broad 
and tolerant faith, loving thy neighbor 
as thyself, and a training and experi- 
ence that enables the human mind to 
see into the heart of things. 

“This has been a long, slow, and 
laborious process, accompanied by many 
failures and many disappointments. No 
doubt there will be many more in the 
future. But those who have faith in the 
power of the individual to work toward 
moral perfection are willing to intrust 
their destiny to that method of reform. 
It is that faith which justifies the Ameri- 


can conception of popular sovereignty. 
There is no other theory by which we 
could explain the making of the Ameri- 
can nation and no other theory on which 
we can hope for its continuity. It was 
in this faith that Washington crossed 
the Delaware.” “They were determined 
then, and we are determined now, to be 
the masters of their own destiny and the 
judges of their own conduct. They 
knew, and we ought to know, that un- 
less we can be American, we cannot be 
anything.” 

“Truth and faith and justice have a 
power of their own in which we are 
justified in placing a very large reliance. 
Washington could carry on the war be- 
cause, as he wrote to his brother, he had 
“a full persuasion of the justice of our 
cause.’ It was the final conviction on 
the part of the British that their cause 
was not just that led them to abandon 
their attempt to subdue the Colonies.” 

“The world has been striving to ad- 
vance in this direction, to discard the 
old theory of relying entirely on force, 
and to adopt the method of relying more 
on reason. We are in danger of slipping 
back into the old formula. The habit 
and tradition of ages calls us in that 
direction. We cannot establish the new 
principle unless we are willing to make 
some sacrifices, unless we are willing to 
put some courage into our convictions.” 
“This is the holy. season. All humanity 
has laid aside the burdens of the day 
that they might rejoice in the glad tid- 
ings of ‘ Peace on earth, good will toward 
men.’ Remembering the sacrifices that 
Washington and his patriot army en- 
dured for us, we ought not to shrink 
from sacrifices to make that inspired 
vision a practical reality.” 

When President Coolidge said he 
knew of “no way” to “ perfect the in- 
dividual citizen” “save through the in- 
fluences of religion and education,” he 
did “not mean either fanaticism or 
bigotry.” The President does not be- 
lieve that a legal religion void of faith 
can transform the individual and give 
him “moral perfection.” He believes 
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that goodness and morality can be im- 
parted only by faith through the influ- 
ences of religion and education. In this 
conclusion he is absolutely right, for “ if 
righteousness come by the law,” says 
Paul, then the promise of being saved 
“by faith would be void.” 


Lo | 


New Jersey Sunday Law Situation 
(Continued from page 45) 


fixed by law. He favors the California enact- 
ment providing for a day of rest, but not plac- 
ing any restrictions upon its observance. If it 
is moral to do @ thing one day, Mr. Longacre 
said, it is moral and should be legal to do it 
any day. 

“Mr. Longacre evoked cries of protest from 
the conservative side when he declared civil laws 
should be enacted as if there were no religion in 
the world. ‘Sit down! ’ some one shouted from 
the conservative ranks. 

“ Speaker Chandless, of the House, asked Mr. 
Longacre whether the right of undisturbed wor- 
ship should not be guaranteed those believing 
in Sunday observance, and if so, how it should 
be enforced. Mr. Longacre suggested that such 
a question might properly be left to the sense 
of the community affected.” 


The Trenton Statc Gazette had the fol 
lowing interesting editorial on the pro- 
ceedings of the hearing: 


“Tf Tertullian had been seated in the gallery 
or on the floor of the senate chamber yesterday 
afternoon during the hearing by the special legis- 
lative commission on the proposed revision of 
the Vice and Immorality Act, he would hardly 
have received inspiration to his comment upon 
Christians. 


See how these Christians love one another,’ 


he said, but these words would have been appro- 
priate only in a cynical sense if applied to yes- 
terday’s gathering. It was made up entirely of 
Christians, and they were men and women who 
find cause for pride and glory in their Chris- 
tianity. 

“Tt so happened, however, that there was a 
small minority whose views were divergent from 
those held by the opponents of changes in the 
laws. It was an open meeting, and one of these 
men, @ clergyman, sought to express his views, 
and was greeted with hisses and shouts. 

“Hardly becoming conduct on the part of 
Christians, and surely not in aceord with the 
life of that first Christian, that meek, patient, 
humble Spirit, the first true Gentleman that ever 
breathed.” 


The Trenton Evening Times reported : 

“The hisses and shouts while the Rev. Mr. 
Longacre was talking followed his statement 
that care should be taken not to entangle the 
question of religion with civil law, and that 
whatever changes were made should be as if 
there were no religion in the world. The point he 
sought to make, he said, was that it was not the 
prerogative of the state to dictate any religious 
belief. Once a day of rest has been provided, 
the manner in which it should be spent should 
be left to the people themselves, he said.” 


After the hearings terminated, the 


commission framed a bill and presented 
it to the legislature, which provided, 

“Tt shall not be unlawful for any person or 
persons on the first day of the week, commonly 
called Sunday, to engage in or take part in any 
form of recreation, sport, amusement, or occu- 
pation, that is not unlawful on other days of the 
week.” 

There was a proviso placed in the bill, 
however, which gives “the governing 
bodies of the municipalities, or incorpo- 
rated camp meeting associations,” the 
power “ to adopt such ordinances or rules 
as they deem necessary and proper to 
control, regulate, restrict, or prohibit the 
commercialization of any such form or 
forms of recreation, sport, amusement, 
or occupation, within their respective 
boundaries.” 

This proviso gives the local authorities 
more power than it gives the State legis- 
lature in this matter, and is being seri- 
ously objected to by many who cannot 
see why the commercialization should not 
be placed on the same legal status as the 
various forms of recreation. 

- If the commercial side of a proposition 
is proper on a week day, why should it 
not be also on Sunday? The only reason 
why it is not proper is because of a reli- 
gious restriction which exists only in a 
church ritual, so far as Sunday is con- 
cerned. But a religious reason or pro- 
hibition is no justification for a civil pro- 
hibition. It is surely a matter for the 
churches to regulate and enforce upon 
their own members. 

Three other Sunday bills have been in- 
troduced, one aiming to submit the whole 
matter to the people on a State referen- 
dum, and another to repeal all these anti- 
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quated blue laws, and thus separate 
church and state in New Jersey, which is 
still an unfinished task. [The referen- 


dum proposition passed the House March © 


15, by a majority of two.] 
Bs FR FS 


Pastor Scores Council of 
Churches — 


(Concluded from page 45) 


give it to him! You will search the Gospels 
and the New Testament at large in vain for 
one single suggestion of a warrant for the 
Christian to engage in politics. What effrontery 
it is, then, to arrogate to ourselves, as follow- 
ers of Christ, that which He never by precept 
or example warrants! ‘It is enough for the 
disciple that he be as his Master.’ 
. Please understand, Mr. Steed, that this 
letter is in no wise directed against you per- 
sonally, nor indeed against any individual mem- 
ber of the Norfolk Council of Churches. It is 
simply your affair whether you believe your- 
selves to be right or not. That part is none 
of my business. But it is my business when I 
am involved in the actions of a council of which 
I do not approve. The individual members 
of said council may think and believe as they 
please —I am not the arbiter of their opinions. 
I am only responsible forkeeping myself true 
to those principles of God’s Word which make 
their appeal to my heart and conscience as being 
truth. 

“Furthermore, please do not misconstrue me 
as being in favor of ‘prize fights,’ ‘Sunday 
baseball,’ and other kindred matters. I hereby 
emphatically state that I am unalterably and 
unequivocally opposed to these and similar 
offenses. It is the method of endeavoring to 
secure the elimination of these things that I 
vigorously oppose. After all, these are only 
symptoms of an old disease. No reputable 
physician treats the symptom, he looks for the 
disease. 

“The trouble with humanity is that sin has 
attacked the heart. Jesus, Christ never treated 
symptoms, He went te the heart and dealt with 
sin at its source. The way to eliminate evils 
from society is not by legislating goodness into 
the lives of people. It can never be done that 
way! This method has been tried for thou- 
sands of years with little or no success. It 
would seem that the ‘religious’ bodies would 
learn a lesson after thousands of years of teach- 
ing! The way to secure the ends sought is by 
preaching Christ and Him crucified. The Chris- 
tian has no other commission! Search and 
see! 

“To my mind, infinite harm has been done the 
cause of Christ in Norfolk and elsewhere by 


just such well-intentioned, but erroneous efforts 
to conserve the morals of a community, and to 
come to the assistance of God! If the church 
had earnestly and faithfully kept to its business 
of preaching Christ, instead of dabbling in the 
world’s mud puddles; if the individual Christian 
had busied himself about his Master’s business, 
holding forth a consistent testimony to the sav- 
ing and keeping power of the crucified, risen, 
living Christ, we would not have the present 
terrible spectacle which now confronts us of a 
spiritually impotent church facing a world in 
the hour of its deepest need! 

“The above being my convictions born out 
of my own experience and a study of God’s 
Word and the world’s history, you can easily 
see that I am entirely out of harmony with the 
Norfolk Council of Churches, and could not 
possibly work in harmony with that organiza- 
tion. Therefore I am making this request that 
my name be dropped from the roster upon re- 
ceipt of this letter. 

“With kindest regards and warmest friend- 
ship for you personally, I am, 

“ Sincerely yours, 
“J. H. VIsER, 

“Pastor Lafayette Presbyterian Church, 

3022 Lorraine Avenue, Norfolk, Va., 
Oct. 6, 1926.” 


Many times we were almost tempted 
to believe with Elijah that practically 
all the churches and preachers had for- 
saken the Lord and gone after Baal, but 
occasionally such men as Dr. Viser loom 
up as true witnesses for God and in de- 
fense of His Word, and we are convinced 
that God still has a strong reserve, 
even among the “spiritually impotent 
churches” today, who have not yet 
bowed the knee to the modern political 
Baal, as in the days of Elijah. As long 
as such men as Dr. Viser have the moral 
courage to raise their voices in protest 
against these invasions of their own 
churches into the political arena, there 
is still hope that some of these political 
preachers may see the light and save 
their churches from further loss of 
prestige and spiritual impotency, and 
our government from political apostasy. 

L. 


‘ 


THE church that forms any sort of al- 
liance with the state has in so doing 
denied her Lord and made herself a spir- 
itual adulteress. 





— 
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The Birthplace of the American 
Flag 
(Concluded from page 48) 


“ There is much evidence [says “ Harper’s En- 
eyclopedia of United States History ”] that the 
Stars and Stripes [the flag made by Betsy 
Ross and adopted by Congress, June 14, 1777] 
was first raised, after its official adoption, 
over Washington’s headquarters at Middlebrook 
Heights, near Bound Brook, N. J., and so satis- 
factory has seemed this evidence that the New 
Jersey Legislature in 1911 appropriated $10,000 
for a suitable commemorative monument there, 
and the ensuing Flag Day was celebrated with 
special ceremonies.” 

The important thing, however, is not 
who made the first American flag nor 
where it was first displayed, but our loy- 
alty to the principles for which the flag 
stands. The flag was designed by some, 
at least, of the patriots who framed and 
signed the Declaration of Independence. 
It stands therefore for those principles. 
While it symbolizes the power of a great 
nation, that power is not to be used to 
oppress any, but to protect all who come 
under its shadow and who acknowledge 
the authority for which it stands. There 
is nothing sacred in the flag itself, but 
there is much that is God-given in the 
principles which gave the flag birth ; and 
to these every American, whether native 
born er adopted, should be ever loyal 
and true. 
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Vigilant Watching Needed to Safe- 
guard Liberty 

Amone those who are urging the pas- 
sage of drastic Sunday legislation, it is 
boasted that “ sixty-six bills bearing on 
the Sabbath were before twenty-eight of 
the legislatures meeting” in 1925, and 
they expected prior to the beginning of 
the sessions in forty legislatures in Jan- 
uary of this year that fully as many bills 
of the same character would be presented 
for the consideration of State legislators. 
Those who believe that measures of a 
religious nature cannot be enacted into 
law in this country in this enlightened 
time, should give a little study to the 


efforts of the political religionists. If 
those who read this paragraph believe in 
the great American principle of the com- 
plete separation of church and state, they 
should watch closely the bills that are 
introduced into the legislature of their 
home State, and protest early and often 
against the passage of any bill which 
may serve as an entering wedge for more 
drastic religious laws. V. 
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No Compulsory Religion for 
Baptists 


HE St. Louis Post-Dispatch pub- 

lishes the following interesting 

editorial on “ No Compulsory Reli- 
gion for Baptists :” 

“Rev. Dr. Henry Alfred Porter, of the Third 
Baptist Church, in his Sunday sermon on ‘ The 
Bible and the Public School,’ gave some of the 
most convincing reasons why the board of edu- 
cation was right in refusing to sanction com- 
pulsory Bible reading in the schools, on the 
demand of a local religious organization. 

“Dr. Porter expressed his deep conviction 
that the compulsory reading of the Bible should 
have no place in educational institutions sup- 
ported by public funds, on three grounds: First, 
under the Constitution, citizenship in America 
has no religious tests. Religion is a private 
and personal matter. No group of citizens 
has the right to impose its will on the rest 
through legislation regarding religion. Second, 
his view is that ‘religion is love. Taxation is 
a form of force, and tax funds must not be 
used to the advantage of any religious party.’ 
In the third place, says Dr. Porter, ‘as a Bap- 
tist I hold the historic position of our people, 
who have ever been the champions of religious 
liberty and of the separation of church and 
state. “ Freedom of conscience,” says Bancroft, 
the American historian, “was from the first 
the trophy of Baptists.” ’ 

“ And, this able divine points out, the home 
and the church, which he says are the two 
divinely appointed institutions, are the proper 
places in which to inculcate religion. ‘ An ounce 
of home teaching in the matter of religion is 


‘worth a ton of public school teaching.’ 


_“ But if the zeal of the champions of compul- 
sory Bible. reading is based on the fear that 


neither the home nor the church is doing its 
. full duty in the inculcation of religion, the 


remedy lies not in compulsion, which always 
arouses resentment and is un-American, but in 
more strenuous efforts by religious leaders to 
persuade ‘parents to do their part, and in the 
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church, as Dr. Porter suggests, ‘taking up the 
task with more energy and courage.’ It is a 
titanic task, he concludes, ‘but what else are 
we here for?’” 

Let the agitation continue; it sets the 
people to thinking, and there is hope in 
good, honest thought. Some will not 
reach right conclusions, but many will. 


The Lord’s Day Alliance Gets a 
Jolt 


CCORDING to the Associated 
A Press of Dee. 13, 1926, the Lord’s 
Day Alliance received quite a 
jolt on the occasion of its thirty-eighth 
anniversary convention held in New 
York City. The Rev. Henry Howard, 
pastor of the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 
church of New York City, who was in- 
vited to speak at this convention, set 
forth principles which were entirely at 
variance with the Lord’s Day Alliance 
program for maintaining by law and 
force “the sanctity of the Sabbath.” 

Reverend Howard is reported to have 
said: 

“One of the oneal “mistakes we of the 
Lord’s Day Alliance have made, is that of in- 
terpreting the institution of the Szbbath as 
being primarily a restrictive measure. This 
restrictive side of it has had quite too much 
attention. ‘The Sabbath was made for man, 
and not man for the Sabbath.’ Christ had 
clearly established the right of every man to 
decide for himself what is permissible for him 
on the Sabbath day. . . . What is needed is not 
rigid enforcement of Sabbath observance, but 
a sympathetic interpretation of the spiritual 
value and significance of the day.” 

Dr. Howard told of his own upbring- 
ing in the “narrowest of narrow re- 
ligious schools,” with Sunday a day of 
“religious gloom to be endured with be- 
coming resignation,” and his reaction to 
that environment. He said it caused him 
to “ develop a religious superiority com- 
plex, a priggishness which must have 
amused, if not offended,” his friends. 
“ But now I have come to see,” said he, 
“that good and gracious as were the 
motives of. those who handled me, the 
method was wrong.” R 

One thing. is evident, the: inet Day 


Alliance leaders are not agreed among 
themselves as to what kind of restric- 
tions should be placed upon Sunday 
activities. We would recommend that 
before they decide to impose their re- 
strictive program upon all the citizens 
in the District of Columbia or upon the 
nation, which is their ultimate purpose, 
they first get together and agree among 
themselves as leaders. If they have a 
right to differ within their own ranks 
without being penalized for it, certainly 
we who are on the outside should be 
granted the same privilege and right of 
dissent on this question without being 
fined and imprisoned for it. 


We agree with Dr. Howard that the 
Lord’s Day Alliance method is wrong. 
There is a right way and a wrong way 
of doing the right thing. The Lord’s 
Day Alliance has not only the wrong 
way, but the wrong day. But even if 
the proposition was to enforce the true 
Sabbath day, it would still be the wrong 
way. God does not want His institu- 
tions enforced by civil law, and by fines 
and imprisonment. That is an utter 
perversion of God’s plan of redeeming 
men and winning them for His king- 
dom. 

Dr. Howard is absolutely right. Re- 
ligion is a matter of choice, and not 
of coercion. L. 


Wants Christianity Contagious, 
Not Repulsive 


Rev. C. Everett WaGNER, pastor of 
the West Side M. E. church, New York 
City, says that many Christians present 
an “obnoxious Christianity.” Said he: 


“Too often Christians have tried to force 
people to be religious by law. They reason 
something like this: ‘Christianity is good for 
you, therefore you ought to be a Christian.’ 
Obnoxious Christians have only been concerned 
about securing intellectual assent to a certain 
mode of life. They have neglected to get the 


_emotions of these individuals behind the Chris- 


tian ideals. Christianity has been made re- 
pulsive instead -of contagious as it was mani- 
fest in the life of Christ.” 
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The Sunday law movement to force 
the conscience in matters that are purely 
religious is making Christianity odious 
in the eyes of the nonchurch member. 
It is driving more people away from the 
churches than it is forcing into the 
church pews on Sundays. Human 
nature does not like to be forced, even 
in civil matters, much less in religious 
concerns. 

If love fails to win the sinner, the force 
of law can never bend the heart of man 
to the claims of religion upon the soul. 
Christ made Christianity attractive, not 
repulsive; a jewel to be chosen, not a 
bitter drug to be swallowed. 


a SES BRB 


No Union Between Religion and 
the State 


CCASIONALLY an American 
6) citizen says, “We should not 

have a union of church and 
state, but a union of religion and state.” 
But our forefathers aimed not only at 
the separation of church and state, but 
at the separation of religion and state. 
James Madison, the father of our Fed- 
eral Constitution, and author of the first 
ten Amendments to that instrument, 
held that a separation of church and 
state was not a sufficient guaranty of 
religious freedom to the citizens of the 
United States, and so he framed the First 
Amendment, not against a union of 
church and state, but against a union of 
religion and state, expressly stating that 
“ Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion, or pro- 
hibiting the free exercise thereof.” 

In defining his position on this ques- 
tion, Mr. Madison said: 

“ Religion is essentially distinct from human 
government, and exempt from its cognizance. 
A connection between them is injurious to both. 
There are causes in the human breast which 
insure the perpetuity of religion without the 
aid of law.” 

Benjamin Franklin stated that the 
reason why the name of God and Christ 
were omitted and why Christianity was 
not acknowledged in the Constitution, 


was not because the founders of our Re- 
public were unfriendly to the Christian 
religion, but because of their implicit 
faith that the virtues of the Christian 
religion were able to perpetuate them- 
selves without the aid of law. 

“When religion is good [said he], it will 
take care of itself; when it is not able to take 
care of itself, and God does not see fit to take 
care of it, so that it has to appeal to the civil 
power for support, it is evidence to my mind 
that its cause is a bad one.” 

We would recommend that our Re- 
formed Presbyterian brethren who have 
been sending petition after petition to 
Congress, asking that the name of God 
and Christ be incorporated into the Con- 
stitution and that Christ be recognized 
as the rightful Ruler in America, and 
that the Christian religion be recognized 
as the national religion of our govern- 
ment, read the debates on the Constitu- 
tion and learn the reasons why our fore- 
fathers wisely, after due forethought 
and deliberation, decided not to incor- 
porate the name of God and the Chris- 
tian religion into our matchless Consti- 
tution. The experiment had been tried 
before, and the founding fathers of the 
Republic profited by the experiments of 
other peoples. L. 


= - 


*¢ 124-Year-Old Blue Law 
Remains ”’ 


Tuer Knoxville (Tenn.) News-Sentinel 
of February 10, forwards us the follow- 
ing interesting news item under the 


above caption: 

“ Tennessee’s 124-year-old blue law is to re- 
main, even though it is not observed in the 
State. The senate by a vote of eighteen to 
thirteen killed a bill seeking to legalize sales of 
gas and oil on Sundays, and abrogating the 
blue law. The house had previously passed the 
measure, it having been sponsored by Repre- 
sentative Bushart. 

“Despite the law, filling stations are still 
selling gas and oil on Sundays.” 


Because a few clergymen opposed the 
bill granting the privilege of selling gas 
and oil to automobilists on Sunday in 
Tennessee, eighteen senators complied 
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with the wishes of these clergymen, who 
want all travel suspended on Sunday 
so people may go to church. They knew 
that the law was violated every Sunday, 
and will be in the future, yet they re- 
fused to repeal it. They say they must 
uphold the dignity of the law. Yet such 
a farce destroys respect for all law. 
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Reasons Why Sunday Laws Should 
Be Repealed 


HE editor of the Pittsburgh Sun, 

in the issue of January 26, gives 
the following reasons why the 
Sunday laws of Pennsylvania should be 


repealed : 

“A new Sunday amusement bill introduced 
in the legislature by Representative William 
M. Voltz, of Philadelphia, provides for a refer- 
endum vote by counties on sports and enter- 
tainments to be permitted within these counties 
on Sunday. It is certain to be opposed. But 
the measure, if enacted, will put the question 
of Sunday observance fairly up to the people, 
and will rid the statute books of some of the 
blue laws, uncertain of meaning and always 
uncertain of enforcement? 

“Laws made for one generation do not fit 
the next; at the end of three or four genera- 
tions they are often a glaring and mostly 
ridiculous misfit. Generally every one admits 
this. Traffic regulations for 1840, the year the 
Cumberland road was completed, would be in- 
adequate today; severe laws against horse steal- 
ing are not so necessary as they once were, and 
enactments fixing the bounty on wolves are ad- 
mittedly without application. Laws regulating 
Sunday observance were as much a product of 
their period. 

“When the blue laws were enacted, Penn- 
sylvania was mainly agricultural, with its 
largest cities hardly ranking in population with 
the smaller county seat towns of today. Sun- 
day restrictions were not a severe form of self- 
denial to the youth who, at best, could only 
have gone fishing. The great American game 
of baseball had not yet been evolved from 
‘ grounders; ’ football or golf had not yet been 
imported, and the movies were in the dim 
future. Will the great mass of industrial 
workers, the most of them restricted to one 
day of leisure in the week, continue to be denied 
a fuller enjoyment of games and entertain- 
ments? The best answer is that they are not 
denied, for the blue laws are not enforced. 

“This generation is likely to have a hand in 
lawmaking as well as those of the past, and 


it is right that it should. Every motorist must 
have noted along the highways numerous posters 
of last season’s circus, notices of sales held a 
month ago, and advertisements of firms lung 
out of business. They remain because it is no- 
body’s business to tear them down. But laws 
are a more serious matter. When they are no 
longer enforced, they should be amended or re- 
pealed.” 

The real reason why the antiquated 
Sunday law of Pennsylvania should be 
repealed is because it is strictly a re- 
ligious law, and in violation of the 
fundamental law of the land, which for- 
bids the enactment of religious laws. 
The Pennsylvania Sunday law is mod- 
eled largely after the Sunday law of 
Charles II, which was enacted in 1676 
in answer to a demand by the Anglican 
and Puritan clergy of England. It is 
the product of a complete union of 
church and state. Therefore under a 
régime where the church and state are 
supposed to be completely separated and 
divorced from each other, such laws 
should be repealed. L. 


= em 
Fitchburg Mayor and Clergy Clash 


CCORDING to the Boston Herald 
A of February 4, Mayor Lowe and 
about seventy-five clergymen and 
church members clashed in heated argu- 
ment over the Sunday motion picture 
shows at a mass meeting in City Hall, 


‘Fitchburg, Mass. The mayor was criti- 


cized by the clergy for allowing theaters 
to operate on Sunday. Says the Herald: 


“Mayor Lowe drew the fire from the as- 
sembled clergy when he declared he would not 
try to dictate to the Hebrews or Seventh-day 
Adventists what day. they should observe as 
the Sabbath. He said there was a demand for 
movies on Sunday, and the people who elected 
him should be given some consideration. He 
said -he would give the people what they 
wanted.” 

“The Rev. L. 8. Nightwine, pastor of the 
Calvinistic Congregational church, moderator of 
the meeting, attacked the mayor ‘for delegat- 
ing his responsibilities to the masses of public 
clamor.’ 

“In reply Mayor Lowe said he was a servant 
of the people, and that he would consider those 
who put him in office. He declared that the 
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churches should combat movies by competing 
with the theaters by making their own services 
more attractive for their audiences.” 


We agree with Mayor Lowe that the 
churches should make their appeal to 
their own audiences, and not to the civil 
magistrate, in order to increase church 
attendance. The church that has lost 
its appeal with its own people is apply- 
ing a poor substitute when it appeals to 
the policeman’s baton to line them up. 
Unless‘ the churches which appeal to 
force to increase church attendance 
change their methods, they will empty 
all their pews on Sunday. 
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A Warning Against Centralization 


THE people must be taught that in en- 
couraging the centralization of their af- 
fairs in Washington they are digging the 
grave of the American Government as 
it was conceived by the Constitution 
makers. 

They must learn that, in looking to the 
national capital to cure all their ailnjents, 
they are weakening the fiber of true 
citizenship, and destroying the self- 
reliant spirit of Americanism, without 
which this Republic cannot endure. And 
we in’ Congress must stop heeding every 
little group which, like the tailors of 
Tooley Street, solemnly petition us as 
“We, the people of the United States.” 

Unless we mend our ways, there will 
not be a custom, practice, or habit but 
must be censored from Washington. 
There will be nothing in all the relation- 
ship of parent and child, of family and 
home, sufficiently private to exempt it 
from the furtive eye of a Federal agent. 
I venture to say that coming generations, 
when they awake to the deliberate rob- 
bery and wanton devastation of their 
heritage of local self-government, and 
begin to suffer the tortures and burdens 
of such a system as will follow, will de- 
nounce in unmeasured terms those who 
have spinelessly frittered away their 
rights— Senator Borah, in Nation’s 
Business for February, 1927. 


Reforming the World on Paper 


HE Rev. Dr. Harry Emerson Fos- 

dick, pastor of the Park Avenue 

Baptist church of New York City, 
according to the New York Times, said 
in a recent sermon that many “ reform- 
ers’ were “law-mad.” Said he: 

“We need in our generation, as in Paul’s, a 
clear appeal from the insufficiency of law to 
the necessity of a vital religion. Those who 
rely on law, too often forget the difference 
between reforms on paper and reforms in people. 
A legal system is a reform on paper. 

“Indeed, any man in a public position comes 
at times to think that reforms on paper are 
about the cheapest article on the market. Mak- 
ing reforms on paper seems a favorite indoor 
sport of a large section of the population. One’s 
desk is littered with them. The world is saved 
on paper a thousand times a week. 

“What this country needs above all else is a 
genuine revival of spiritual life in our homes, 
schools, churches, and in ourselves. There are 
no substitutes for that. The law can do much, 
but what the law cannot do lies deep, and only 
a renaissance of vital spiritual life can reach it.” 


Whatever faults he may have, or 
whatever errors he may hold, we must 
admit that Rev. Mr, Fosdick has at least 
the proper conception of the rightful 
means and methods which ought to be 
employed in reforming men according 
to the gospel plan. Orthodoxy may be 
correct in doctrine, but its zeal often 
leads it te employ questionable methods. 


as SES BS 
Wise Words Well Spoken 


Deptorine the tendency of legislative 
bodies to enact laws “ restricting and reg- 
ulating ” the lives of the people, Senator 
Reed, of Missouri, last night urged that 
students of the country “ get the old Ship 
of State back on the high seas with its 
prow pointed to the north star of individ- 
ual liberty and hold her there forever.” 
He spoke at the fifth annual senior night 
given by the Dod Noon Club of the Cath- 
oliec University. 

“Man-made laws never made a man 
decent,” Senator Reed declared, adding 
that lawmakers are “trying to do by 
statutes what ought to be done by the 
church, school, and home.” The modern 
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doctrine which states, “If it is law, it is 
right,” and, “If you can get a majority 
of one to pass any law and once it is 
passed it is a sacred act,” is wrong, he 
declared. “ Every great act of tyranny 
was committed in pursuit of man’s law 
and not moral law,” he continued. 
“Christ was crucified according to the 
Roman and Jewish laws; England op- 
posed the colonists according to their 
laws, and the colonists licked them ac- 
cording to the law of right and Almighty 
God. When a law is just, there is not 
much difficulty in enforeing it; but when 
it runs counter to the sense of justice, 
then it is that it becomes a danger to 
the state. A hate for one law has a 
tendency to create a disregard for all 
law, which will undermine the national 
consciousness.” 

Senator Reed further urged the stu- 
dents to do their own thinking and to 
follow no man’s lead. “There is no 
superman whom you can trust to do 
your thinking for you,” he asserted, 
pointing out that the greatest statesmen 
have made mistakes and have been the 
greatest tragedies of the world. If the 
nation blindly follows one man and he is 
wrong, the fate of millions may be de- 
struction, he stated.— Washington (D. 
C.) Post, Feb. 18, 1927, 
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Delaware Blue Law 


Mites Hansen, of Richardson Park, 
a suburb of Wilmington, Del., painted 
the kitchen of his home on a recent Sun- 
day, after returning from church. The 
next day he was arrested, charged with 
violating Delaware’s Sunday law, en- 
acted under the Puritan régime and 
based on the statute of Charles II, 1676 
A. D. The warrant for Hansen’s arrest 
charged him with performing labor on 
the Sabbath day. The law fixes a fine 
of $4, or imprisonment for not more than 
twenty-four hours, as the penalty. The 
arrest was one of a number made by the 
attorney-general’s office to enforce this 
antiquated law, 


Delaware is going back to the “ good 
old times” when they used to arrest 
people for mending clothes on Sunday in 
their own homes. If the civil laws of 
Delaware make it a crime to paint a 
kitchen on Sunday, they ought to make 
it a crime for the ladies to paint their 
faces on Sunday. In fact, a civil law 
is applicable to every day of the week, 
and it ought not to be a crime to do any 
labor on any day of the week. What is 
civil on one day is civil on every day, 
and what is uncivil on Sunday is un- 
civil on Monday. It is about time that 
Delaware adopted American ideals and 
the American Constitution as the stand- 
ard for its civil government, 
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Repeal the Blue Laws 


EPEAL THE BLUE LAWS” 
R is the title of the leading edi- 

torial in Collier’s Weekly of 
Jan. 22, 1927. The editorial is not a 
protest against a rest day. It says: 

“ Everybody is entitled to one day’s rest in 
seven....A trainman, or an actor, or a 
garage attendant is entitled to his day of 
rest. If he can’t get it on Sunday, he is en- 
titled to some other day in the seven.” 


The Liperty magazine is in harmony 
with these statements. The state may 
with propriety provide by law that every 
man must have twenty-four consecutive 
hours of rest in each week. It is believed 
by practically every one that better work 
can be done on the remaining six days 
if one day is given to rest. This idea has 
become so well established that all the 
great public utility corporations have 
adopted the rotating system. Any one 
may enjoy physical rest on one day of 
the week as well as on any other. Sun- 
day holds no advantage in this respect. 
If there be any advantage in Sunday, 
it is purely religious. 

This magazine believes that any one 
who desires to observe Sunday as a rest 
day because of his conscientious convic- 
tions, should have the privilege of so 
doing. And as a matter of fact, there 
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is no law in this broad land to compel a 


‘man to work on Sunday. There are 


many people here who hold the opinion 
that Sunday is a sacred day, but who 
claim to be unable to observe it as they 
desire because by so doing they would 
lose some position they hold. Rather 
than appeal to the authorities for the 
enactment of civil laws to enable them 
to obey the promptings of their con- 
sciences, these good folk should appeal 
to God to give them strength to do what 
they believe to be right. 

What such people need is not more 
civil laws, but more faith. They need 
also enough Christian charity not to 
press for laws that might meet their 
desires, and yet work grave hardships 
for those who as conscientiously observe 
another day than Sunday, or those who 
observe no day at all. 

In the editorial referred to, there are 
some statements of truth which are well 
worth repeating: 

“The very absurdity of many of tke half- 
forgotten laws is an invitation to clean up the 
statute books. . . . Now is the best time of all 
to squeeze hypocrisy out of the law.” 

“ What do you do on Sunday? The chances 
are that without knowing it you break the law. 
You certainly do if you live in any one of the 
States which keep the old blue laws on the 
statute books. ... Tnat you escape the pen- 
alties provided . . . is merely due to the fact 
that prosecuting officers are governed by public 
opinion rather than the law. At any time you 
might be haled into court for doing things 
which seem to you to be utterly innocent.” 


Religious laws on civil statute books 
are always dangerous. The history of 
mankind shows that fanaticism may 
break out at any time. Given the arm 
of the civil law to enforce their ideas, 
zealous religionists become, all too fre- 
quently, bitter persecutors. “ Repeal the 
blue laws.” v. 
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It is far from being axiomatic that all 
must rest so that all may rest. Thou- 
sands rest upon the seventh day when all 
the world around them is busy. Nobody 
is compelled to work on Sunday. 


Not a Burning Issue 


A Cauirornia paper makes the follow- 
ing interesting observation: 

“The question has arisen in New Jersey 
whether a deacon who rents his land for Sunday 
baseball playing should not be deprived of his 
standing in the church. But this can hardly be 
considered a burning issue until he seeks admis- 
sion at the heavenly gates.” 


Of course, the church has a right to 
discipline its own church members; and 
if the member under discipline does not 
wish to submit to it, he has the privilege 
of leaving the church. But when the 
church seeks to discipline nonchurch 
members under the civil law, then it be- 
comes a burning issue, for as the Scotch- 
man said: 


“ Between the devil and the deep blue sea, 
He canna find a place tae flee.” 


Baltimore Clerics Oppose Blue 
Laws 


SPECIAL dispatch to the Wash- 
A ington Star of Dee. 25, 1926, 
says: F 

“Local clergymen, almost to a man, are op- 
posed to a revival of the Sunday blue laws. 
‘I am no more in favor of bringing blue laws 
back into effect in Baltimore than I would be 
of burning so-called witches at the stake,’ de- 
clared Rev. Harold N. Arrowsmith, of the 
Protestant Episcopal Cathedral. ‘It is a relic 
of an age we left behind a century and more 
ago. People of today have their own conscience 
to guide them, and don’t need a set of laws 
to tell them what they should do on Sun- 
day’... 

“Rev. Charles A. Hensel said the blue laws 
which remain on Baltimore statute books should 
be wiped away altogether. ‘They made people 
miserable even in those distant years when the 
law took human liberty into its own hands. 
Because of their unpopularity, they never could 
be enforced for long at a time. In case there 
should be any fanatical folk who might want 
to revive them as they are being revived in 
New Jersey, it might be best to take them off 
the statute books altogether.’ 

“ Characterizing them as a ‘ dead letter,’ Rev. 
St. Clair Allen, a Methodist Episcopal preacher, 
also advocated their erasure from the city laws. 
‘We have taken great strides in common sense 
during the past fifty years,’ he said. ‘ The blue 
laws are only a reminder of days when we were 
less intelligent than we are now.’” 
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It is refreshing to know that there are 
some clergymen who, though observers 
of Sunday, have sufficient spiritual vi- 
sion to know that civil Sunday laws are 
not only improper, but even vicious. 
They see that a religion that has to ob- 
tain aid from the civil government is 
indeed a sickly, impotent thing. No 
healthy, pure religion will ever go to 
Cesar’s arsenal for the weapons of its 
warfare. 


=| = = 
Clericalism Defiant in Political 
Arena 


29, 1926, under the caption, “ De- 
fiant Clericalism,” prints the fol- 
lowing forceful editorial on the im- 
propriety of the church’s entering the 


political arena: 


“ Rev. Ralph W. Sockman, in a recent sermon, 
declared that the clergy of today are true to 
American tradition in speaking boldly on mat- 
ters of social, political, and international policy. 
He is wrong. It is not the mission of the 
Methodist Church or of any other church to 
enter politics, even on behalf of public morality. 
Like many of his kind, he fails to realize that 
the functioning of state and church in a democ- 
racy such as ours, must be confined to radically 
different spheres of activity, else the dream of 
democracy explodes. 

“The minister actively engaged in politics, 
lobbying for legislation, seeking to influence 
legislators and executives and courts, has de- 
parted from the sanctions and requirements of 
his ordainment to proclaim the gospel. The 
Founder of the Christian religion would have 
nothing to do with politics. If He ever made 
anything plain to His followers, it was that 
they should altogether avoid politics. His 
formula was a moral and spiritual formula, 
from which He never deviated. 

“The priestly function may not safe’, be 
diverted or perverted. The confusion of the 
distinction between church and state in America 
tends to endangerment of the entire political 
fabric of democracy. The trend of clericalism 
in America is to enlarge this confusion of dis- 
tinction. The teaching and illuminating of 
religious truths constitute a noble and essen- 
tial function for the advancement of Christian 
civilization. The awakening of the conscience 
of men leads to the betterment of the world. 

“But political religion can never become a 
part of the American scheme. Political action 
dictated or enforced by clerical agency implies 


T= Cincinnati Enquirer of Dec. 


rejuvenescence of bigotry and intolerance, dis- 


ruption of social relationships, confusions and | 


hatreds. This always has been so; it always 
will be so. Such misinterpretation of the 
priestly function invites demoralization to both 
religion and government, abundant evidence of 
this truth being now obvious to every observing 
thinker in the United States... . 

“ Clericalism is out of harness and defiant in 
America. The fact constitutes an admission 
that the churches no longer believe in the ability 
and influence of the chvrch as a moral and 
spiritual agency. It is a sad admission, and 
one fraught with potentialities of dangerous 
consequence.” 

We agree with the Enquirer that the 
church in politics is not in its proper 
sphere. Religious zeal in politics has no 
limitations set upon its enthusiasm. Its 
ultimate corrective is the Inquisition. 
Christ never appeared before a legisla- 
tive committee asking for civil aid to 
enforce His teachings and His doctrines. 
He laid the foundations of His kingdom, 
not upon the shifting sands of politics, 
but upon the eternal rock of truth, a 
force which sets free all men. who em- 
brace it. Let us stand fast in the liberty 
wherewith Christ has made us free. 
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Irvington Sunday Crusade 


REcENTLY hundreds of good citizens 
were arrested in Irvington, N. J., for 
violating the Sunday laws of that State. 
The people arrested included store- 
keepers, bus drivers, trolley conductors, 
newspaper reporters, musicians, card 
players, barbers, bootblacks, gas and oil 
dealers, and motion picture operators. 
Two women who were newspaper re- 
porters were imprisoned because they 
refused to pay the fine. 

The New Jersey Sunday law forbids 
all travel on Sunday except to and from 
church, limited to a distance of twenty 
miles. Only passenger trains are per- 
mitted to run on Sunday one trip each 
way, and then only for the accommoda- 
tion of the citizens of New Jersey. No 
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music can be played for pleasure or 
diversion, only sacred music. Yet the 
Lord’s Day Alliance says, “ There never 
were any blue laws.” But there were 
blue laws, and in many States besides 
New Jersey such laws still exist. 


a S&S «6B 


THE editor of Saturday Night calls 
the Lord’s Day Alliance the “ Lords of 
the Lord’s Day.” The editor says, “ We 
rebel against the kind of Sunday slavery 
it is now trying to fasten upon the com- 
munity.” 
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GENERAL GRANT is credited with mak- 
ing the remark some fifty years ago, 
“There are three political parties in the 
United States,—the Republican, the 
Democratic, and the Methodist Church.” 
— New York Times. 
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A Kansas legislator has introduced a 
bill into the State legislature, making it 
unlawful to make, sell, and eat mince 
pies, claiming that mince pies are more 
injurious than cigarettes, and that Kan- 
sas has outlawed the cigarette, and 
therefore ought to outlaw mince pies. 
Evidently this legislator believes that 
we should have a law to regulate every- 
thing under the sun, notwithstanding 
the Constitution, which has put certain 
limits upon our lawmaking bodies. 
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A RESIDENT of Charlotte, N. C., the 
city of churches, is compelled by law 
to go to church every Sunday for the 
next two years. If he fails to attend 
church, he will receive a six months’ 
sentence at a prison road camp. This 
was the sentence imposed by Judge R. 
Lee Wright, of the superior court, upon 
the youth for driving an automobile 
while intoxicated. If churchgoing is a 
privilege, this sentence places a premium 
upon crime. 


TWENTY-Srx blue law violators, rang- 
ing from a taxicab chauffeur to a florist, 
were arrested in Orange, N. J., on Jan- 
uary 10, for desecrating the “ Christian 
Sunday ” of New Jersey. More than one 
hundred were arrested in Irvington, 
N. J.,-on a previous Sunday on the 
same charge of desecrating the “ Chris- 
tian Sunday.” This is administering 
religion with a vengeance. 
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Rev. Dr. Epwarp T. HELFENSTEIN, 
Protestant Episcopal bishop coadjutor 
of Maryland, comes out openly and 
favors Jifting Sunday bans. In speak- 
ing to the Civitan Club he said: “ We 
must recognize the universal desire for 
enjoyment on Sunday. We have too 
many laws and waste too much time 
making laws. We fail to realize we can 
never make men moral by legislation.” 
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THE safety director of Cleveland, 
Ohio, Edwin D. Barry, invoked the en- 
forcement of the Sunday laws of Ohio, 
while the director of public safety of 
Trenton, N. J., recently issued an appeal 
to the members of the New Jersey Legis- 
lature, requesting the repeal of the Sun- 
day laws of New Jersey. It so happens 
that the enforcement and nonenforce- 
ment of the Sunday laws nowadays de- 
pend upon the religious faith and con- 
victions of the civil officers. Another 
proof that Sunday laws are religious. 
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THE constitutionality of an ordinance 
of the city of St. Louis, prohibiting 
bakery shops from remaining open for 
business on Sundays, was upheld by the 
supreme court of Missouri, which ruled 
this was a proper exercise of the city’s 
police powers. There is nothing in the 
Sunday law of Missouri that singles out 
bakeries. It is lawful in St. Louis to 
sell cigars and soda drinks, but unlaw- 
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ful to sell bread. Such a decision may 
be understood in the legal profession, 
but it is difficult for people who are 
blessed with ordinary sense to under- 
stand the logic and consistency of such 
a law and such a decision. It is refresh- 
ing to know, however, that quite a num- 
ber of the State supreme courts have 
taken issue with the decision of the su- 
preme court of Missouri on this particu- 
lar point of law. 


Sunday Bills Die in Committee 


HE six compulsory Sunday ob- 
service bills which were pending 
before the Sixty-ninth Congress, 
failed of being reported out of com- 
mittees. Two were pending in the Sen- 
ate and four in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. Eleven hearings were held 
on the two Lankford Sunday bills, by the 
House District subcommittee. One of 
these bills came up twice for considera- 
tion before the full committee of the 
District of Columbia, after it was fa- 
vorably reported out of the subcom- 
mittee. The larger committee failed to 
take action upon any of the Sunday bills, 
after a most desperate battle to force a 
vote. The larger committee was about 
equally divided over this much-agitated 
question. 

The country can congratulate itself 
that it has again escaped a dangerous 
piece of religious legislation. We thank 
our many friends for the valuable assist- 
ance they rendered the cause of religious 
freedom in protesting so vigorously to 
their Congressmen, and for sending in 
so large a number of petitions against 
this un-American legislation. It was the 
longest and hardest battle that has yet 
been fought over this issue. Let us hope 
that the cause of religious liberty may 
ever triumph in America over the 
forces of religious oppression. 

But the proponents of Sunday legis- 
lation have announced their purpose to 
renew the fight in the Seventieth Con- 
gress, which meets the first Monday in 


December, 1927. In the meantime they 
will be circulating petitions. The friends 
of freedom of conscience must also be 
active if our constitutional rights are to 
be preserved. L. 
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Sunday Golfers Arrested in South 
Carolina 


NINE golfers were arrested on Sunday, 
March 13, for playing golf at Sumter 
and Camden, S. C. Governor John G. 
Richards ordered a State-wide enforce- 
ment of the ancient and hoary Sunday 
“ blue laws.” He sent telegrams to forty- 


_ six county sheriffs to prevent the sale 


of everything on Sunday except milk, 
ice, and medicine. The sale of Sunday 
newspapers, of gasoline, and of oil and 
motor supplies is also put under the 
Sunday ban. 

e winter tourist colony at Aiken de- 
fied the governor’s orders, and played 
golf on Sunday, February 20, and Su- 
preme Court Justice Rice, of Aiken, 
issued a temporary injunction against 
the enforcement officers of that place not 
to interfere with the playing of golf on 
Sunday. 

The governor of the State says he does 
not agree with the supreme court justice, 
and that he will enforce the Sunday 
law against golfing everywhere else in 
the State, and hence the nine arrests on 
Sunday, March 13, at Sumter and Cam- 
den. The Washington Post has the fol- 
lowing pertinent comment upon this 
happening : 

“ South Carolina constables spend @ busy Sun- 
day enforcing the blue laws which are advertis- 
ing the high intellectuality of that State to the 
world, and nick a couple of gentlemen for not 
spending the day on a black horsehair sofa. Re- 
ligion is in a bad fix any place when it has to 


resort to making people good by statute.”— 
Washington Post, March 14. 


Force in religion will no more change 
the heart of a sinner than the trainer’s 
whip will change the spots of a leopard. 




















Sparks From the Editor’s Anvil 


HE is truly rich who knows how to en- 
rich others. 


A CHURCH in polities is as bad as poli- 
ties in the church. 


LOVE is greater than law, for “ love is 
the fulfilling of the law.” 


HE only is happy who brings gladness . 


and cheer to other hearts. 


TrRuTH is mightier than tyranny, for’ 


“the truth shall make you free.” 


NEARLY all the great men of the past 
were deemed bad and dangerous men 
in their day. 


THE government that takes advantage 


of law to suppress the truth, destroys its 
own future. 


PouiTicaL repression produces hatred, 
hatred provokes injustice, and injustice 


is the root cause of war. 

Tue church was to receive power from 
above in the upper chamber, and not 
from below in Casar’s chamber. 


THE absence of the golden rule in the 
life develops the bigot, the tyrant, the 


persecutor, and the slave-master. 


A pouitician thinks of his welfare at 


future elections, but a statesman thinks 


of the welfare of future generations, 


A RELIGION that cannot stand on its 
own bottom without state support, de- 
serves to descend to the bottomless pit. 


Ir is just as impossible to transform 
a sinner into a saint by law as it is to 
legislate an Ethiopian into a Caucasian. 


Way are moral legalists and rivers 
similar in appearance? Both are crooked 
because they work along the line of 
least resistance. 


Tue difference between a _pseudo- 
preacher and a pseudo-statesman is that 
one collects the scalps of heretics and 
the other the fleece of lambs. 


ANARCHY always comes as a result of 
tyranny ; and tyranny usually follows in 
the wake of anarchy. The two seem to 
be inseparable. A recognition of human 
rights is an antidote for both tyranny’ 
and anarchy. America has demon- 
strated this wonderful truth. 


A UNION of religion and the state is 
worse than a union of the church and the 
state, because greater damage is done 
when, religion is perverted than when 


the:chureh is corrupted through an un- 


holy alliance. 


A cyurcHu as a church has no business 
in politics, unless it resolves itself into 
a political party, and is willing to be 
maligned and ridiculed as is the com- 
mon lot of political parties. 


THE greatest enemies of the cause of 
Christianity are its advocates whose mis- 


guided zeal transforms them into pro- 
fessional “reformers” and_ religious 


“ lawaligts.” 
A PuHarisee feels that he needs no 


windows in his theologica) structure to 


admit rays of light, for his ideas alone 


are right, and all those that differ are 
wrong. 


THOSE who are afraid to champion an 


unpopular truth, have usually more con- 
cern for their own personal popularity 
than for the welfare of the people. 


Laws to stem the tide of evil are like 
dikes of sand to wall out the ocean. It 


is not law, but love that conquers the 
passions of the human heart. 


A CHURCH that relies upon the civil 
law for support is like an old man lean- 
ing on a broken reed,— in constant dan- 
ger of its piercing his body. 

To stop a person from talking when 
he has a grievance is as dangerous as 
sealing the crater of Vesuvius — an ex- 
plosion is inevitable. 


Tue Word of God, when clothed in 


civil instead of spiritual armor, becomes 
an engine of tyranny in the‘ hands of 
tyrants. 
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Our Capitol 


A THANKFUL AMERICAN 
J. NATHANIEL KRUM 


Last night I stood below the hill 

And looked up through the still, numb fingers 
Of the trees. 

Great beams of light were piercing upward, 
And a feathery snow 

Was glittering in the slanting rays, 

Like dewdrops on the grass in early morn. 


The spacious dome, aglow with cream-white light, 
And studded o’er with stars as from an ancient heaven, 
Through the splendor of its cloak 
With soft voice whispered, 

“ Liberty.” 


Then my heart beat faster. 

The harmony of nature stole into my being. 
My spirit rose within me, till I dared 

To break the solemn beauty with my voice 
In, ‘‘ Thank God, I’m an American!” | 




















